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tween less than the whole number of states, but pre-
cisely by so doing was the disapproval of England
against the Stamp Act Congress and other congresses
justified. The state governments had already found it
necessary to use measures against smuggling like those
which had given so much offence when used by Great
Britain. In the treaty of peace, again, which the federal
government was now authorized to enforce, British
creditors were ensured the use of the courts to enforce
payment. Finally in the matter of taxation the Union
inherited all the embarrassments of Great Britain.
The states had shown that they would not freely consent
to any import duties in their ports for the federal treas-
ury; but now the federal government had power to lay
and collect them by its own officers. It also proceeded
at once to use its power to lay excise taxes, and when
this produced a rebellion, it put down the rebellion by
armed force with a vigor and promptitude far surpass-
ing anything which the English did, even during the
War. In the trials which ensued to punish the violators
of law, to which there is no parallel whatever in any-
thing done by the English during the colonial period,
the doctrine was laid down that it was high treason to
go with arms to the house of an administrative officer
of the law with intent to injure his property or otherwise
intimidate him from the performance of his duty. But
according to that ruling very many of those who took
part in the Stamp Act riots were guilty of high treason.
Therefore, to sum it up, the doctrines of the radical
Whigs were now the doctrines of the radical Anti-
federalists. The latter daimed with truth that they
were consistent, that they had all the same reason to
oppose and dread the Union which they had had to op-
pose Great Britain, and that the Union had inherited